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Glossary of Acronyms 

BEIS Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

CIA Cumulative Impact Assessment 

CIMP Compensation Implementation and Monitoring Plan 

DCO Development Consent Order 

DEP Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EPP Evidence Plan Process 

ES Environmental Statement 

ETG Expert Topic Group  

ExA Examining Authority 

GW Greater Wash 

HRA Habitats Regulations Assessment 

km Kilometre 

MEEB Measures of Equivalent Environmental Benefit 

MW Megawatts 

NNC North Norfolk Coast 

NSIP Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

RIAA Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

SEP Sheringham Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project 

SoCG Statement of Common Ground 

SPA Special Protection Area 

UK United Kingdom 
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Glossary of Terms 

Order Limits The area subject to the application for development 
consent, including all permanent and temporary 
works for SEP and DEP.  

Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm 
Extension Project (DEP) 

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
onshore and offshore sites including all onshore 
and offshore infrastructure. 

DEP onshore site The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
onshore area consisting of the DEP onshore 
substation site, onshore cable corridor, construction 
compounds, temporary working areas and onshore 
landfall area. 

European site Sites designated for nature conservation under the 
Habitats Directive and Birds Directive. This includes 
candidate Special Areas of Conservation, Sites of 
Community Importance, Special Areas of 
Conservation and Special Protection Areas, and is 
defined in regulation 8 of the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

Evidence Plan Process (EPP) A voluntary consultation process with specialist 
stakeholders to agree the approach, and 
information to support, the EIA and HRA for certain 
topics. 

Expert Topic Group (ETG) A forum for targeted engagement with regulators 
and interested stakeholders through the EPP. 

Horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD) zones 

The areas within the onshore cable route which 
would house HDD entry or exit points. 

Landfall The point at the coastline at which the offshore 
export cables are brought onshore, connecting to 
the onshore cables at the transition joint bay above 
mean high water  

Onshore cable corridor The area between the landfall and the onshore 
substation sites, within which the onshore cable 
circuits will be installed along with other temporary 
works for construction. 

Onshore export cables The cables which would bring electricity from the 
landfall to the onshore substation. 220 – 230kV. 
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Onshore Substation Compound containing electrical equipment to 
enable connection to the National Grid.  

PEIR boundary The area subject to survey and preliminary impact 
assessment to inform the PEIR. 

Sheringham Shoal Offshore 
Wind Farm Extension Project 
(SEP) 

The Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm 
Extension onshore and offshore sites including all 
onshore and offshore infrastructure. 

SEP onshore site The Sheringham Shoal Wind Farm Extension 
onshore area consisting of the SEP onshore 
substation site, onshore cable corridor, construction 
compounds, temporary working areas and onshore 
landfall area. 

Study area Area where potential impacts from the project could 
occur, as defined for each individual Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) topic. 

The Applicant Equinor New Energy Limited. As the owners of SEP 
and DEP, Scira Extension Limited and Dudgeon 
Extension Limited are the named undertakers that 
have the benefit of the DCO. References in this 
document to obligations on, or commitments by, 
‘the Applicant’ are given on behalf of SEL and DEL 
as the undertakers of SEP and DEP.   
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evidenced by information presented in Annex 1B Sandwich Tern and Kittiwake 
Ecological Evidence [APP-066]. However, as outlined in the respective species 
compensation documents, this would necessitate, for example, a decision by 
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to legislate to 
reduce fishing pressure on sandeels in UK waters as strategic compensation for 
offshore wind, for which there is currently no agreed mechanism for delivery and 
which may not be achievable within the necessary timeframes for SEP and DEP. 
Given the huge potential of such an action to provide far greater compensation than 
even the most precautionary estimates of losses incurred due to SEP and DEP and 
offshore wind in total, prey enhancement is included as a key part of the Applicant’s 
proposals for Sandwich tern (as well as kittiwake, guillemot and razorbill) 
compensation, but as a measure that could only be delivered strategically. 
Nonetheless, an option for the Applicant to pay a financial contribution to a Strategic 
Compensation Fund (such as the Marine Recovery Fund) as an alternative to 
project-led measures or as an adaptive management measure has been included 
within the Draft DCO (Revision K) [document reference 3.1]. Further details are set 
out in the Strategic and Collaborative Approaches to Compensation and 
Measures of Equivalent Environmental Benefit [APP-084] and Habitats 
Regulations Assessment Derogation and Compensatory Measures Update 
(Revision D) [document reference 13.7]. 

 Given that the strategic prey enhancement measure is reliant on the development 
of an appropriate industry wide delivery mechanism, a table detailing specific 
technical matters for agreement is currently not included within this SoCG.  

 The tables within Sections 2.6.2 and 2.6.4 represent the SoCG between the 
Applicant and National Trust in relation to the Sandwich tern compensatory 
measures considered for delivery on a project-led basis. These include the 
following: 

• Nesting habitat improvements and restoration of lost breeding range through 
installation of an inland pool at Scar Point, Loch Ryan (Table 14). 

• NNC SPA (Blakeney Point) Predator Management 
• Improved breeding success at SPA sites other than North Norfolk Coast – 

Farne Islands SPA (Table 16). 
 It should be noted that the creation of an inland pool (Table 14) remains the 

preferred option for delivering nesting habitat improvements and restoration of lost 
breeding range at Scar Point, Loch Ryan. Based on realistic, but precautionary 
assumptions on breeding numbers and success, this option is considered to be 
capable of compensating for predicted Sandwich tern mortalities from SEP and DEP 
and, as such, represents the core component of the Applicant’s proposed package 
of compensatory measures for Sandwich tern, which includes other project-led and 
strategic measures.  

 The Applicant recognises that there is little support from the RSPB or Natural 
England for the installation of a pontoon at Loch Ryan as an alternative to the inland 
pool. Whilst it remains the Applicant’s view that the pontoon option has ecological 
merit and is technically feasible, in light of stakeholder views and recognising the 
positive progress being made with respect to securing the inland pool option at Loch 
Ryan, the decision has been taken not to actively progress the pontoon option 
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 Sandwich Tern Compensation: Improved Breeding Success at SPA Sites 
other than North Norfolk Coast – Farne Islands SPA 

 Table 16 provides the SoCG between the Applicant and National Trust in relation 
to Sandwich tern compensation: improved breeding success at SPA sites other than 
North Norfolk Coast – Farne Islands SPA. It should be noted that early informal 
discussions with National Trust during pre-application indicated that the 
compensatory measures proposed at the Farne Islands SPA are likely to be 
additional to those set out in the forthcoming management plan (see Annex 1D – 
Record of HRA Derogation Consultation [APP-068]). The Applicant has not been 
able to obtain a copy of the latest Management Plan (April 2021 onwards) for Farne 
Islands SPA and has therefore been unable to formally validate the additionality of 
the proposed measures.  

 The Energy Security Bill Policy Statement (Department for Business Energy and 
Industrial Strategy) (BEIS), 2023) on the Offshore Wind Environmental 
Improvement Package Measures states that “Government is also considering 
enabling developers to undertake work already identified by Government to improve 
the condition of protected species and habitats. This would substantially increase 
the number of measures available to developers and also accelerate marine 
recovery for some sites” (pg. 10 & 11). Final guidance on compensatory measures 
is due to be published by the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
(Defra) in late 2023 and this is expected to provide further information on how 
additionality should be considered going forwards. 
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3 Signatures 

 The above Statement of Common Ground is agreed between Equinor New Energy 
Limited and National Trust on the day specified below. 

 

Signed: 

 

Print Name: S A SIMPSON 

 

Job Title: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - OPERATIONS 

 
Date: 14/07/2023 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of the National Trust 

 

Signed: ________ 

 

Print Name: __Sheery Atkins______________________ 

 

Job Title: __Onshore Consents Manager__________ 

 
Date: __14th July 2023_____________________ 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Equinor New Energy Limited 
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